
Update	20	written	July	5,	2017      

At any given moment 

you have the power to say: 

‘This is not 

how the story is going to end.” 

Christin Miller 

I	could	think	of	99	wrong	ways	to	handle	the	situation…and	several	were	highly	tempting.		It	wasn’t	me	
that	chose	to	choose	the	‘high	road.’	You	were	praying	for	me…for	us…weren’t	you?!		I	know	you	were	
and	I	am	deeply	grateful.		Even	though	you	don’t	see	me	-	you	don’t	see	us	or	what	exactly	is	going	on	
here	–	still	you	remember	to	stand	in	the	gap.		In	heaven	you	will	fully	know	the	impressive	impact	of	
your	intercessory	prayer. 

It	was	only	a	few	days	after	I	sent	out	the	last	update	that	I	personally	started	feeling	the	boat	rock.	
Plans	for	Family	Camp	had	been	coming	together	smoothly	but	now	messy	problems	were	creating	
smacking	waves.	Direct	blows	hit	me	3	days	in	a	row	and	I	was	ready	to	just	walk	away	from	it	all.		But	
by	the	grace	of	God,	on	the	evening	of	the	3rd	day	there	was	victory.		That	doesn’t	mean	the	problems	
stopped.	They	didn’t.		But,	it	does	mean	that	weight	of	anger	(from	how	that	person	had	hurt	me)	had	
left.	And,	the	tangling	confusion	of	a	lie	(‘All	these	problems	exist	because	this	camp	is	not	of	God’)	was	
gone.		And,	the	pity	party	ended	when	the	Holy	Spirit	firmly	asked,	“Ester?	Mary?	Moses?	Paul?	For	
whom	was	it	easy?” 

The	evening	of	June	14th	–	our	car	had	arrived	at	camp	that	night	while	the	other	100+	had	just	begun	
their	overnight	trip	south	by	train	–	Tanya	K.	(special	needs	ministry	leader)	and	I	were	talking	by	
phone.		I	shared	about	how	God	had	saved	us	from	a	near	car	accident	and	how	Yuri	&	Sveta	had	been	
unexpectedly	delayed	by	5	hours…and	Tanya	told	about	their	group’s	many	‘11th	hour’	hurdles	and	
multiple	frustrations…we	concluded	that	satan	was	certainly	nervous	about	Family	Camp…therefore,	it	
MUST	be	of	God	and	great	blessings	lay	ahead!	 

	‘What	on	earth	am	I	here	for?’ 

That	is	the	question	we	started	camp	with.		Rick	Warren’s	book	–	‘Purpose	Driven	Life’	provided	the	
platform	to	look	at	the	answers	over	the	next	5	days.	You	were	planned	for	God’s	pleasure;	formed	for	
God’s	family;	created	to	become	like	Christ;	shaped	for	serving	God	and	made	for	a	mission.	 

The	mornings	started	with	silly	exercises	and	then	we	gathered	for	praise	and	prayer.		After	breakfast	
there	was	a	couple	hours	to	enjoy	the	sea	before	the	adults	regrouped	for	the	main	lesson	and	the	70	
kids	enjoyed	Kids	Club.		Lunch	gave	way	to	an	open	afternoon.		Then	at	4:30	the	kids	returned	to	Club	
as	the	adults	broke	up	into	small	groups	to	discuss	questions	about	the	morning	lesson.		Campfire	
followed	dinner	and	included	more	singing	and	personal	testimonies.		Twice	during	the	week	we	
played	an	all-camp	game	and	at	our	last	campfire	everyone	enjoyed	shish	kabobs. 



I	asked	the	Sang’s	to	share	a	few	thoughts	about	their	trip… 

When we received the invitation to come to Ukraine, we knew as parents of a special needs son that we 
could share how God has blessed and guided our lives and yet we had no idea of the rich blessing we 
would experience as God went before us.  We felt that each day God provided divine appointments that 
allowed us to share and hear stories of some amazing parents and kids.  We were inspired by the heart, 
passion and faith of those that serve and participate in the special needs ministry.  As a mom I was 
touched by the common ground we could share as parents.  The following is a poem I wrote on the flight 
home reflecting on the unspoken heart language of mothers. 

Language of Love 

The joy of a child to come 

Was shattered by words 

Words that changed the direction of dreams. 

For a time those dreams were replaced by darkness. 

The hopes 

The thoughts 

The future 

All seemed derailed. 

In the darkness a light shown 

The reality of God’s creation is not a mistake. 

The dreams that take a new turn to a place unexpected and yet with deep purpose. 

The hope of a new future takes flight. 

It is a path with many twists and turns. 

Those that share this path share an unspoken language of understanding. 

The language of a mother that is full of pain, sorrow, laughter, and love. 

A love that dedicates a child to God as a precious gift.  

A gift that has purpose, meaning, and love. 

By Trudi Sang    Parent of a 29-year-old special needs son Luke 



James wrote-   When I first learned that we had been invited to Ukraine, I must have just thought that we 
should be faithful and obedient, that we should go, that we should serve.  I had this feeling that it 
seemed right, that we should do it, but I assumed it would be like other mission trips that I had been on, 
that we would go and be part of God’s blessing to other people, to be gratified in our altruism.  Was I 
wrong!  I wasn’t prepared to be the one thoroughly enriched by the experience of being among so many 
families with special needs children, in another culture, witnessing the universality of our challenges, 
coupled with joy and resolve to care for our children, to share hope with each other.  What admiration I 
felt for these fellow believers and believers-to-be and the way they practiced community!  And who 
could have predicted that I would have had so much fun trying to learn to read in Ukrainian, while trying 
to remember campers’ names?  Among the many highlights was hearing an inspiring message by Chris 
Malone, that “God doesn’t make mistakes” and these special needs kids have an honored place in God’s 
Kingdom.  And it wasn’t just my imagination, was it, that the “Big and Tasty,” in the 2 Ukraine 
McDonald’s Restaurants where we stopped on the way to and from camp, were AWESOME?  Another 
thing that stood out to me was how highly regarded June (“Kristina”) was among the campers, and how 
that feeling was reciprocated by June.  

I thank the Lord our God for blessing us so; I thank June, Chris, and Mary Malone for being wonderful 
hosts and ambassadors for the Kingdom; I thank the support staff that helped things go smoothly and 
efficiently; and I thank all the families that attended the camp, for their warm acceptance, and for their 
example of Godly obedience and sacrifice.       

An	excerpt	of	the	letter	I	wrote	to	the	Tigard	Christian	Church	missions’	team	leader	- 

At least in some small way, I want to send my deep appreciation to Tigard Christian Church and the 
missions’ team.  Thank you very very much for supporting James and Trudi Sang and sending them to us. 
When I invited them to be a part of our 5 1/2 day camp for 150 people, I knew I was following God’s 
lead. This year our 'Family Camp,' as we call it, was made of up about 70% families with special needs 
kids and 30% of folks from the congregation of Church of Grace.  We had 2 goals for camp: 
#1 Spiritual growth and #2 getting to know each other better.  I was confident that they would bless 
us…and they did.  But, God in His amazing ways worked through them to bless our people more deeply 
and widely than I had anticipated. First, they were the perfect short-term team - ready to work, not 
complaining, always positive, very flexible and other oriented. Second, they came prepared to share 
their story and ready to engage in the stories of the families here. With Luke being 29, James 
and Trudi are just a little further down the road, so to speak, in experience then most of our 
families.  Therefore, they have experience that our moms could glean from. Third, they met us where 
we are - me, my colleagues, the special needs moms & their kids, our church family and the camp where 
we were at - with all our quirks, Ukrainian ways and rustic situation - and accepted, served and loved 
on us just the way we are.  Thank you for sending some of your best!! 

I also want to thank you for your financial support…I had not planned to ask anyone for additional 
funding because I thought what God had already provided was sufficient.  It was only 3 weeks after 
learning about your gift that I would understand that we needed $2,000.00 more.   In the mean time, 
you were obedient to the moving of the Holy Sprit and had provided.  Thank you very much!  Roughly 
speaking you co-sponsored 40 adults (they paid 1/4 and you paid 3/4 of their food & lodging).  That is 
huge in my book and I am/we are grateful. 

And, for those who bought pens, balloons, woffle ball bats and soft Frisbees - Thank you! And, for those 
who prayed…we are extremely grateful.  There were no major illnesses or injuries; the weather 
forecast showed a week of rain but it all went to the right and left of us - giving us perfect weather 
and I’ll let James tell you how God’s hand was upon our car tire as we came 5mm from an accident (or 



worse).  Thank you for standing in the gap for us; and, being a big part of God’s work in 
Ukraine.                        Blessings, June Johnson - CMF Missionary 

Broken crayons still color 

	“Go	into	all	the	world	and	preach	the	good	news	to	all	creation.	Mark	16:15 

	“Therefore	go	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	
Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	teaching	them	to	obey	everything	I	have	commanded	you.”	Matt.	28:19 

	“……and	repentance	and	forgiveness	of	sins	will	be	preached	in	his	name	to	all	nations,	beginning	at	
Jerusalem.		Luke	24:47b 

The	Great	Commission	can	be	accomplished	in	so	many	different	ways	–	with	no	one	way	being	better	
or	righter	than	another.		But,	there	is	something	in	common	about	them	all.	God	has	chosen	His	hardly	
perfect	still-so	far-to-go	people	to	carry	it	forward.	In	His	love,	God	chooses	to	use	broken	crayons	to	
color	His	kingdom. 

Days ahead – 

July 10th, the first 2 people arrive from the Ohio Church (the sister church that has worked with the 
church here for 20+ years).  Each evening, from the 10 – 17th, they will hold classes.  The whole church 
plus all the special needs moms are invited. 

July 15th – The Malone family are hosting a picnic at their house.  It is a chance for the special needs 
moms who know Pastor Bill & Carol to have a chance to fellowship with them.  

July 17th – 23rd: 1st week of Special Needs Evangelistic camp.  There will be 18 moms and about 18 
special needs kids. 

July 23 – 29th: 2nd week of Special Needs Evangelistic camp.  There will be a new group of 18 moms 
and 18 special needs kids.  In both of these camps, approx. 70% are attending for the first time and 30% 
for their second time. 

July 31 – Aug 4th English Camp – Evangelism through English.  I will be leading the beginners’ class 
for 3 hours each day. 

July 14 – 18th – Vacation Bible School at our church.          

Thank you for your prayers! June 

 



 
All camp photo 

 
James goofing off with Igor 



 
Trudi, Ellianna & Mika at the playground 



 
Oxana’s first time at the beach!



Tanya K’s (special needs leader) family - Vlad, Nastia & Sergi 



 
Bible lesson at Kids Club 



 
the oldest group of kids 



 
Learning Matthew 28:18 



 
Morning praise & worship 

 



Campfire 

 
Lena sharing her testimony (Katya has VATER’s syndrome) 



 
Thank you!!! 


